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Ive been involved with JTAG since it started in the mid 80s
and have yet to see a single JTAG device that has not been
open source (and true open source/source), in fact the
microcontrollers are generally not even that much more
powerful than when JTAG started. So with the release of
JTAG it seems to be a little late for there to be an anti-tug
of arms movement in JTAG (although likely with some
support from the FOSS camp). Still I see many here who
think that simply because its a new technology it must be
restricted to proprietary use, which is surely to narrow a
view of what is happening. The 100+ years from JTAG to
FOSS BTW are no more than the time it takes to read an
EN article, which is two seconds, so its less than a blip on
the radar. It wasnt until this year that I saw any kind of
JTAG software that seemed more than just a basic demo of
what JTAG is capable of, and it was such a basic demo that
I had to find out for myself from the manufacturer. So Id
prefer to see the current crop of JTAG software being
improved to be like this, rather than waiting for it to be
JTAG the way FOSS has been JTAG for a century already. I
recommend the program JTAG if you want to try out JTAG,
the Demo can be started manually in the Win32
executable. On the setup screen you can select which tool
to include. The tool can be uninstalled from the Windows
system installer that runs the installer itself, that part is
automated. The whole thing is neat! While its well laid out
and simple, I don't like how the download of the demo is
automated on execution of the Demo without any ability to
configure this, other than choosing a JTAG-enabled device
to try it on. You can use a JTAG compatible USB-JTAG
adaptor for remote control access, but thats risky due to
the lack of control over the OS.
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