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subtitle translation is becoming more important as more tv shows are available in the united states in other languages, and as tv stations add subtitles to programs in other languages. on a typical day, the number of programs that are subtitled in other languages is often large. a recent study of 220 films released in 2006 and 2007 showed the
percentage of american films with at least one language other than english subtitled increased from 46% in 1999 to 63% in 2006, according to the motion picture association of america. subtitle translation was key to making the cult comedy movie funny or die's reality show win ben stein's money successful in the u.s., where it aired on fox in 2008. fox
saw the potential of a funny and unusual reality show involving a game show host. the network decided to use subtitles for the program because it helped producers make jokes accessible to american viewers. the program became a hit with local affiliates and can even be seen in many countries. but when viewers view a subtitled program in a different

language, they miss out on the jokes. the fox comedy staffers didn't realize that most of their jokes were in other languages until they saw the numbers in the audience. nevertheless, the quality of subtitles seems to be improving. in 2004, 71% of film viewers surveyed in a survey by the international film and television marketplace said they couldn't
understand any of the characters in the movie, according to data from cablevision systems, which provided the survey results. that percentage was down to 36% in 2008. a survey by the cable provider showed that 83% of people in the u.s. watched at least one film last year, compared to 60% in 2005.
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