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clothing of toleration, but we struggle
together with those who struggle

together.” -- Desmond Tutu Reading Time:
3 minutes After 40 years, Internet giants

like Google and Facebook are still denying
the Tiananmen Square massacre was really

a massacre and in the aftermath of the
recent G-20 Summit, Chinese scholar and
activist Qu Bo made waves with his stern
calls for people to speak out in support of
the victims of the suppression. The result

was a harsh warning for Google and
Facebook. For Google and Facebook, the
wide-ranging scope of the G-20 Summit is

a chance to prove once again the company
is “taking on issues that matter.” For those

of us who lived through the events in
China, Google and Facebook’s continued
silence on the events is nothing short of

crass. When the bloody crackdown on June
4, 1989, ended, over 200 people were

killed and thousands were injured. It was
one of the largest and most violent
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crackdowns in modern Chinese history.
And Google, Facebook and other Western
technology companies have largely kept

silent. On Wednesday, a number of
Chinese scholars and activists said they
were “outraged and appalled” after the
G-20 Summit issued a statement on the

Tiananmen Square Massacre. And although
the Summit didn’t directly condemn the

killings, many felt they had the potential to
become a statement of “willful omission”

and blatant ignorance of history. In
response, the two companies issued a joint
statement regarding the G-20 Summit. In
the statement, the two companies said,

“we value every person’s right to express
their views freely through the Internet and

recognize the value of networks like
Facebook in ensuring that people can

freely exchange ideas and information.” In
other words, speaking out against the

Tiananmen Massacre was a violation of
freedom of speech. But in June, Google’s
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spokesman said, “by hosting the Google
Hangout, Hangouts are a means of

communication, as well as a set of other
tools that allow for meetings and

conversations. In other words, it’s really a
very simple matter of where this has been,

what it’s meant to do and that’s it.” In
other words, it’s Google, Facebook and

Twitter all about freedom of speech. Now,
it’s time they start 6d1f23a050
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