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incursion into Ukraine as an act of legitimate
self-defense, insisting that the West had sought

to provoke Moscow into flexing its military
muscle. “Our move into Crimea was not guided
by personal interests, but by the well-being of
the Russian people,” said Putin, whose Cabinet

held a security meeting at a resort outside
Moscow on Monday. On March 18, the Kremlin
sent the world’s largest military force of about
40,000 men, several dozen tanks and scores of

helicopters into Crimea, ignoring Western
warnings. The operation was carried out after
Crimea’s pro-Russian parliament voted to join
Russia. The move came just four days after
Ukraine’s government, in a largely symbolic

gesture, defenselessly folded to protesters who
erupted in violent street battles that left more
than 90 dead and hundreds injured. The West
has accused Russia of a blatant grab for land it
had long coveted and of destabilizing Ukraine.
But Russia claims that its move into Crimea is

rooted in long-standing tensions over the
Russia’s absorption of two small ex-Soviet Baltic

states. Putin said the West was setting a bad
example by trying to use language of freedom
and democracy to justify state takeover. “They
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are trying to teach us that such things can be
justified by talking of rights and freedoms,” said
Putin. “They are trying to teach us that we are
not as strong as those countries, which are for

them ready to do anything to ensure their
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