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about the brand new script. The. February 7, 2020 2.0/2.0/2.0. Previous version:A A A 3.2.2
(February 17, 2020). The problem that we have is.We're proud that we offer the freedom to eat and
pray and work and live in whatever manner we choose. Some of us aren’t as free as we’d like to be.

While we believe the First Amendment forbids coercion based on religion in the public realm, the
Supreme Court has held that the First Amendment does not guarantee relief for individuals suffering
retaliation for exercising their religious beliefs in the employment context. For those of us with a
religious or moral objection to abortion, being forced to assist in an abortion is a form of coercion.

Until the Supreme Court’s ruling in Wheaton College v. Burwell, that coercion was protected.
Although Wheaton College is a Christian college, its staff members serve a secular employer and do
not proselytize. Nevertheless, the Court’s ruling in favor of Wheaton makes it clear that, for religious

employees, the law recognizes no right to religious exemption from neutral, generally applicable,
secular laws. In 2000, our President, Tony Perkins, was a guest on C-SPAN’s Booknotes when he
explained that the goal of his group was not to save everyone from abortion but to “encourage them
to live according to God’s will.” He also told the C-SPAN audience that the people at the center of the
controversy were “really not part of the Roman Catholic Church” and that they were “not involved in
the church.” The fact that a church, and a world-renowned one at that, believes that a religious
moral prohibition to abortion justifies government intrusion into the sanctity of another’s body is sad
and tragic. We should not let the religious and moral right to coerce the secular be our own free
speech. Freedom of expression is not freedom from conscience or freedom from religion. As Mill said:
“[T]he only purpose for which power can be rightfully exercised over any member of a civilized
community, against his will, is to prevent harm to others. His own good, either physical or moral, is
not sufficient warrant.”
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